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Address  

at nursing homes  

St Mark's Anglican Church 

South Hurstville 

St Patrick’s Day 

17 March 2011 

Dr Douglas Golding 

Reading:  Matthew 7. 7-12 

   
Do to others as you would have them do to you 

  
Prayer 

Almighty God, 
we praise you that in your providence chose your servant Patrick 
to be the apostle of the Irish people, and an example to the whole world;  
to bring those who were wandering in darkness and error 
to the true light and knowledge of you: 
Grant us so to walk in that light, that we may come at last to the light of everlasting life;  through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  one God, now and ever. 

Reading 

Matthew 7. 7-12 

7  ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened 
for you.   For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened.   Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will 
give a stone?   Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake?   If you then, who are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good 
things to those who ask him!  

12 ‘In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and the 
prophets.  

Address 

So why is St Patrick so special?   

We know that Patrick died on the 17 March sometime in the last part of the 5th century, sometime 
between the year 440 and the year 493. We know a little about his life, from two documents which 
are believed to be letters he wrote to his followers.    He actually came from England, although the 
English don’t like to admit it;   his father was one of the Roman soldiers stationed in Britain, when 
Britain was an outpost of the Roman Empire.   His mother was a Frenchwoman, whom his father 
had met while he was stationed there. 

When Patrick was 16, Irish traders kidnapped him and took him to Ireland where he worked as a 
slave, looking after his master’s sheep.  Often he had no shelter, often he had very little to eat, but 
he spent his days and nights in prayer.  This is what he says inn one of his letters: 

After I reached Hibernia I used to pasture the flock each day and I used to pray many times a day. 
More and more did the Love of God, and my fear of Him and faith increase, and my spirit was 
moved so that in a day [I said] from one up to a hundred prayers, and in the night a like number; 
besides I used to stay out in the forests and on the mountain and I would wake up before daylight to 
pray in the snow, in icy coldness, in rain, and I used to feel neither ill nor any slothfulness, because, 
as I now see, the Spirit was burning in me at that time. 

Six years later, he escaped and got back to England to his family. He went to France to study for the 
church and was ordained a bishop to convert those Irish barbarians to Christianity.   
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The rest of his life, as it is recorded, is pious legend – he converted the whole nation to Christianity, 
and he performed many miracles.  He is even said to have banished all the snakes from Ireland.  
This is probably a way of saying that he banished all the priests of the pagan gods whom the Irish 
used to worship. 

But the most powerful of all the Patrick stories is the story that he sought out the man who had once 
been his master and paid him the price of a ransomed slave, so that his master would not be out of 
pocket because Patrick had run away.   This is probably why the church sets this gospel reading for 
St Patrick’s Day, the gospel of the Golden Rule,  Do unto others as you would like them to do to 
you.    

Whatever our situation, we can all spend time in prayer, and we can all practise living by the 
Golden Rule.  The more we do it, the easier it gets. 

╬ 

_____________________________ 


